Disclosure, School Year 2023-2024,  Mrs. Jennifer Baker, 9th Grade Geography, jbaker@dsdmail.net
Welcome to Geography! I am excited for this year and what we will all learn together. This information will help you as we begin this school year.
Goals for this class: By the end of this year, students should:
1. Identify world countries on a map with 80% accuracy.
2. Demonstrate how to read and interpret maps, graphs and charts.
3. Discuss current world events and how those events affect the United States. 
4. Use different forms of technology to find information.
5. Know how to be responsible for his/her education and advocate for him/herself.
6. Work together with other students to accomplish learning goals.
Rules to help us all work together:
1. Respect the teacher, fellow students and the classroom.
2. Use appropriate language.
3. Be on time.
4. Be prepared to work immediately.
5. Do what the teacher asks immediately.
Policies to help the classroom run smoothly:
1. Non-school items (this includes toys, rubber bands, etc.): Things which are distracting the student, to me as a teacher, or other students are not acceptable and will be confiscated. Items which are dangerous or forbidden by the school will be taken to the office. Other items will only be returned after school, and at the next offense, I will only return items to a parent or guardian.
2. Cell Phones: Per school policy, cell phones are ONLY allowed if the phone is being used with teacher permission for a legitimate educational purpose.  If a phone is being used at any other time, students will receive a warning and you will be contacted.  After the first time, the phone will be taken to the Student Success Center.  Please DO NOT call or text your student in class.  Call the office (801-402-6700) and have a message delivered to your student from the office. 
3. Headphones:  Please DO NOT wear headphones or earbuds in class.   The same policy applies to them as it does to cell phones. 
4. Food or drink: Except for water in clear plastic bottles, there will be no food, drink or gum allowed in the classroom. 
5. Perfumes, body sprays and strong markers: Due to allergies, please do not spray or wear large amounts of body spray or perfume.  Do not use very large markers on assignments—I will not be able to grade them!
6. Materials Needed for Class. This year, we cannot share supplies, so you NEED to have your own supplies.  Please see me if you need assistance getting these supplies. 
1. One 1-inch 3-ring binder. You can use part of another folder. Have an inch for this class. 
2. One package of 100 college ruled lined notebook paper. 
3. One package of 12 or more colored pencils.

4. Pencils or pens.
5. OPTIONAL, but recommended: Two highlighter pens of two different colors.
6. OPTIONAL, but recommended: Pencil pouch to put in binder and hold colored pencils, etc. 
Homework Policy: 
1. All assignments will be started in class.   Most students should be able to finish them in class, as long as they are attending regularly. I am available via email or Canvas anytime if you have questions.
2. All due dates for assignments and tests are posted on both the front board in my classroom and on the Canvas calendar, with at least a week of advance notice. 
3. If a student is absent, work can be made up for as many days as that student is absent once the student returns to school. 
4. Once the subsequent unit is complete, there is NO make-up of the previous unit.
5. Grades will close three school days before midterm.  Unless there are special circumstances, work due before midterm cannot be made up after the midterm deadline. 

6. Assignments may be submitted in Canvas only three times.  

Canvas:  All homework and class notes will be attached in Canvas.   The assignments and notes will organized in Modules by unit.  The first page in each Module will be a “Read Me First” page, which will summarize the instructions for the Module and link all of the assignments to that Module.  It is VERY important that students read that “Read Me First” page FIRST, so that they know what is expected in that Module.  It is recommended that a parent become an observer for the class, so that they can also see what the class is doing.  

Assignments in the computer: It may take up to one week for an assignment to be put into the computer, especially if it is late. Please do not expect a late assignment to be put into the computer immediately.
Missing Assignments or Errors: One of the goals of this class is for the student to learn to be responsible for his/her own education.  Students are expected to frequently check their grade on the computer (once a week is recommended).  If a student believes an assignment has been marked in error, it is that student’s responsibility to talk to me individually on their own time (before or after school or class, NOT in the middle of class).  I prefer to deal with a parent or guardian on the issue of a missing assignment after I have first talked with or received an e-mail from the student, but I will always respond to a parent or guardian email or phone call within one school day.  If the student does not have the graded assignment to show, I will assume that the assignment was not turned in and the student will receive no credit for the assignment. Please keep your assignments until the end of the term so that you can receive credit in the event of an error.
Source Materials: All transitory materials will be reviewed as per policy 4I-200 1.1.2 Links to resources are not vetted beyond the original page cited.
Video Presentations: Below is a list of the video presentations that will be shown this year in class.  If you would like to click on the links to see these videos, go to the “Syllabus” section on my Canvas page so that you can easily link to these videos.  Please let me know via an email or written note if you have concerns with any of these videos, and I will arrange for an alternative assignment.
· “Central America Map Chant,” learning the Central America countries,  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cX2-weN14Vk  September
· “South American Map chant,” learning the South American countries, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wg9-WIi6Eb4 September
· “Amazing Planet: Born of Fire,” National Geographic on plate tectonics, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEkQxZtmrEY
· “Aral Sea: manmade environmental disaster,” BBC, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzvEW1FHc60
 October
· “One of Utah’s Most Unique Natural Treasures is disappearing,” CNN
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/17/us/great-salt-lake-drought-dying/index.html
(drying of the Great Salt Lake), October 
· “Africa Country Song” to learn the countries of Africa, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gY22KaQk0c4   November
· “Hans Roslings’ 200 countries, 200 years, 4 minutes: the joy of stats,” BBC,  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbkSRLYSojo  November
· “Will Saving Poor Children Lead to Overpopulation,” https://www.gapminder.org/answers/will-saving-poor-children-lead-to-overpopulation/
 November 
· “Path to Burma Genocide” is an online interactive exhibit from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  There are some short video clips of people fleeing their homes, villages being burned, etc.  The videos are not graphic.  The link for the exhibit is here: https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/burmas-path-to-genocide
January
· “Most Complex International Borders,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtLxZiiuaXs
· “CNN: Craziest Moments at the UN General Assembly,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thihXcZXOsU  January 
· “How does the UN General Assembly Work,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoIafzc0k74  January 
· “The Most Complex International Borders in the World,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtLxZiiuaXs
 January 
· “How it’s Made—Chocolate,” to show students the kind of video they will be making for the life cycle product video    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=on_qXPFf7bs  April 
· “New York City’s High Line:” showing a sustainable city idea https://www.thehighline.org/videos/historical/high-line-history-narrated-by-ethan-hawke/
     April 
· “Poo Bus,” another sustainable city idea https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKjfCZXU-vE   April 
· “The Anthropecene and the Near Future,” Crash Course, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WpaLt_Blr4  April 
Midterms and End of Term: All make-up work and tests must be in one week before the end of the midterm or term.  I will NOT accept assignments that were due before midterm after the midterm deadline. 
Plagiarism and Cheating: Plagiarism is defined as using someone else’s work as your own. This is considered cheating, regardless of the source copied.  It is also cheating if you allow someone else to copy your work, even if you originally did the work.  Cheating is using any source that is not allowed on an assignment or test. Either plagiarism or cheating will not be tolerated, and any student doing so (including those allowing students to copy their work) will receive an automatic zero grade on the assignment and “U” in citizenship for the term. Failure to properly cite sources in your work will also result in a zero and a “U.” 
Appropriate Language: Negative comments against any person, whether that person is in class or not, will not be tolerated.  Furthermore, negative comments upon a person’s race, religion, ethnic group, disability, orientation, or financial status will not be tolerated.  Parents will be contacted and citizenship grades will be in jeopardy if comments such as these are frequent. 
Controversial Topics:  Studying population and world disease will require BRIEF mentions of population controls, including family planning. Also, we will be discussing controversies such as undocumented immigration, and difficult topics such as race and ethnicity, genocide, and human trafficking.  If parents are uncomfortable with these discussions, parents and I will need to meet to discuss how an alternative can be provided. Students will be expected to be respectful of both sides of these discussions, but need also to make their own judgments on these discussions.
Citizenship:  Most students will easily earn at least an S.  Ns and Us will be earned for too many tardies (3=N and 4=U); problems with a substitute, extreme disrespect, bullying, and severe negative comments on racial, religious, or disability.  
High School Graduation: This class is required to graduate from high school and is not offered at the high schools.  Therefore, it is essential that students pass the class, or it will have to be taken at night or during the summer.  A student also cannot graduate from high school with a “U” in citizenship.
Office Hours: To ask questions or make-up tests, I will be in the classroom from 7:40-8:00 am and 3:00-3:45 pm every day.  Please see me if you need to work on an assignment at a different time. 
Contact: Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  I am available from 7:40-8:00 am, and 3:00-3:45 pm.  Call the school at 402-6700, or use my email, jbaker@dsdmail.net
